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ABSTRACT
A significant part of today’s database research focuses on
improving performance of a specific system. Quantitative
experiments are the best way to validate such results. How-
ever, performing experiments is not always easy. Besides
the complexity of the system under test, designing an experi-
ment, choosing the right environment and parameter values,
analyzing the data which is gathered, and reporting it to a

third party in an expressive and intelligible way is hard.
In this tutorial, we present a general road-map to the

above steps, including tips and tricks on how to organize and
present code that performs experiments, so that an outsider
can repeat them.

The tutorial is primarily aimed at MS and PhD students
seeking to improve their experiment practices, but more se-
nior attendants may also find it interesting.
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